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How to select agun

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to select a gun

A twisted barrel enhances the value of agun, asit is never
known to burst with ordinary use.

The length of a sporting gun should never exceed thirty inches,
for thiswill kill at sixty yards certain, and the average distance
that game is shot is from twenty to twenty-five yards. The most
useful gauge is No. 14, for though narrower might do for
partridges and small birds, and wider for others, this bore will
take an average charge, and, if agood gun, will kill at any
ordinary distance.

The stock of the gun should be exactly fitted to the shape of the
shooter. On putting a gun to the shoulder, there should be no
straining of the neck, to take aim. When the eyeisfixed upon a
distant point and the gun raised to the shoulder, the object
aimed at, the sight at the muzzle, the center of the breech, and
the eye should all be in adirect line without further adjustment.
To ascertain whether or not the shape of the stock is that best
adapted for the shooter, he should in this manner frequently
raise the gun to his shoulder, and take aim at a distant point
with both eyes open; then, closing the left eye, he will perceive
whether or not he has mechanically taken a correct am. If,

with the left eye closed, he does not see the object, the stock is
too crooked; if he sees all therib, it istoo straight; and if his
line of arm is not along the centre of the breech, but from the
left corner of it, the stock is not properly cast off. Should the
line of aim be along the right side of the breech, the stock is too
much thrown off. With a gun properly fitting, theaimis
Instantaneous; and the sportsman, if not naturally a good shot,
iIsgreatly assisted int he field. A gun of the proper shape may
be chosen among others very easily by the above simple means
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of ascertaining that it carries a correct aim to a given object
with both eyes open; and with such a gun, the shooter will
acquire a practical dexterity in the field otherwise quite
unattainable. When a stock istoo much bent, the muzzleis
depressed, and it istherefore preferable to have the stock rather
straight; and it is a safe rule that in looking along the rib you
distinctly see one-third of the whole length next the muzzle, as
well asthe sight. This gives the shot elevation and increases the
range.

The word of the stock should be hard and tough; wild cherry is
the best. The mounting and locks should be carefully fitted into
the wood. In shape, the stock should be thin and well suited to
the grasp, immediately behind the locks, where it is termed the
handle. From that it should rapidly swell backwards, and
acquire its greatest thickness immediately behind where the
butt succeeds to the handle. The fore-end of the stock should be
broad and full, wide at the end of the lock plates, and may be
chequered or not in the same manner as at the handle. The lock
Isan essential part of the gun; it should be as simple as possible
in its construction, but filed in all its partsto perfection. The
main-springs should be lively in action, and depend less upon
quantity of metal for its strength, than upon width of expansion
when released from its confinement, and great care in
tempering. The tumbler and sear should be carefully bound
down by the bridle and be justly fitted to each other. To test a
good lock, draw up the striker with the thumb, and observe that
there is no grating or roughness - that it rises freely with
decreasing power - and that it "speaks" well, with a clear sound
at half and full cock. Draw the trigger, retaining the thumb
upon the striker, and observe that it goes down freely, with
increasing force, as it approaches the nipple. The trigger should
be long and well curved, affording a good hold for the finger.
The edges should be rounded, so as not to cut the finger in
firing, and they should be set well separate. For nervous
persons who have any hesitation, under the excitement of
shooting, in choosing the proper trigger, the right-hand one
may be chequered, thus giving a distinguishing mark. The
guard of the trigger, termed the bow, should be rounded and
somewhat thick at the edges, and have no improper projection
likely to injure the middle finger in firing.

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of Outdoor_Sports/selectgun_b.html (2 of 3) [7/20/2004 9:59:50 AM]



How to select agun

Return to Boys Own Book of Outdoor Sports

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of _Outdoor_Sports/selectgun_b.html (3 of 3) [7/20/2004 9:59:50 AM]


http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of_Outdoor_Sports

Breech loading rifles

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Breech loading rifles

The most marked improvement in the construction of fire-arms
for sporting purposes, is that known as the breech-loading gun.
The advantages of thisinvention are the extreme facility,
quickness, and great additional safety in loading, the increased
rapidity or sharpness and strength of shooting, absence of
foulness, recoil, and less liability to be affected by wet or
damp. The rapidity of loading may be imagined, when twelve
shots can be fired in aminute; and no foulness accumulates -
the remains of the burnt powder being driven through the barrel
with every succeeding shot, as the thick elastic wad which fits
in the breech end is two sizes larger than the muzzle; and,
consequently, after the thousandth round the barrels are as
clean and free from lead as they were after the first discharge.
In using the breech-loading gun, place the stock under the arm,
and with the right hand pull the lever back, and ease down the
barrels with the left hand. Take out the exploded cartridges
with the thumb, or should they be rather tight (which israrely
the case,) tap the pin with aloaded cartridge, or draw them out
with the small instrument made expressly for the purpose.
When loading, pour the powder and shot into abasin. Use the
small brass measures, and first put in a measure of powder,
then afelt wadding, next the shot, and card wadding, and turn
the end of the paper over, to secure the wadding, with a screw-
press socket. For cleaning, on returning from shooting, wipe
out the barrels with dry towel, then grease them dlightly with
an oiled rag, taking care not to bruise the breech end of the
barrels by placing them on stones, as the nicety of fitting may
be destroyed. The barrels need not be taken off the stock in
cleaning. For safety, quickness, cleanliness, and execution, no
gun can compare with the breech-loader.
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How to load agun

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to load a gun

All general rules on the subject must be laid down with severa
qualifications and reservations. Hold the gun upright, and in
that position pour in the powder, striking the butt-end of the
piece against the ground, to carry down such grains of powder
as may be lodged against the sides of the barrel and aso to
settle the mass. Next, pass the powder-wad down until it
reaches the powder, on which it ought to be pressed as tightly
as possible. This done, pour down the shot, and give a shake or
two to settle them evenly and solidly in their bed. Place over
them wadding of sufficient substance and elasticity to maintain
the shot steadily in their position, for which purpose, give a
pressure to the wad, but do not ram it hard. The first charge,
however, may be pressed alittle harder than the subsequent
ones. It may be proper when the powder is wadded, to observe
whether it makes its way into the nipple by the pressure of the
confined air, made in passing down the wad. It does not always
follow, that if the powder is not seen on the pivot, it will not
explode; it is, nevertheless, more satisfactory to seeit there;
and when it cannot be seen, the breech should be dlightly
tipped, to introduce the powder further up to the touch-hole.
The last act of gun-loading isthat of putting on afresh cap, and
letting the cock down very gently to fasten on the nipple. When
agun has been discharged, it is agood practice to load it
immediately, while the barrel is still warm; for when alowed
to cool, and moisture beginsto settle on itsinner surface, it
catches some of the finer particles of the powder-charge, and
either decomposes them there, or prevents them falling to the
bottom; and in either case the detention diminishes the
projectile force which isto act on the shot.

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of Outdoor_Sports/muzzleloa_d.html (1 of 2) [7/20/2004 9:59:51 AM]



How to load agun

Return to Boys Own Book of Outdoor Sports

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of Outdoor_Sports/muzzleloa_d.html (2 of 2) [7/20/2004 9:59:51 AM]


http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of_Outdoor_Sports

The art of gunning

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

The art of gunning

In order to obtain a complete mastery over the gun, the young
beginner should proceed in something like the following order:
L et the handling and shouldering of the gun be expertly
acquired in its unloaded state, taking care to regard its height,
length of arm, and inclination of shoulder of the pupil. This
practice should be gone through for an hour or two at atime for
some days, until complete familiarity with all the required
movements is attained. He should be expert at raising or
depressing his gun to every kind of level, and taking an am at
various objects. To hold the gun firmly to the shoulder is an
Important consideration. It is likewise recommended to place
the left hand close, or nearly so, to the trigger, as this prevents,
In agreat measure, any danger from the bursting of the piece.
To cultivate a steady and decisive mode of walking and
standing, is very advantageous for successful shooting.
Anything like trepidation and an indecisive gait are inimical to
successful sport. A firm placing of the limbs greatly assists the
armsin readily and gracefully elevating and presenting the gun.
The gun should be carried barrel upwards, and sloped towards
the left arm, the lock being clasped by the hand of that side, the
fingers embracing the stock, which alows the arm, though
supporting the gun, yet to do it with readiness and ease, and to
be placed with facility within the grasp of the hand previousto
the meditated elevation. In the act of cocking, the forefinger
should quit the front of the trigger, and extending itself sloping
forward through the guard, only feel the side of it with agentle
pressure. The body, by this action of throwing out the buitt,
combined with the step-out of the left leg in taking form, will
be brought with its weight principally upon that limb; a
position assumed as more immediately called for, when the
flight is nearly in aline from the gunner, or to the left, which
will comprise four out of five of all the shots. Again, when the
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word present! Is used either audibly or mentally, the following
directions are given. Let the barrel at this moment, inclined
over the left shoulder, be swept in acircle forwards with a
smart motion, the forefinger of the right hand (moving as
directed above) being as it were the centre of motion upon
which the gun turns during the sweep; by which action, the butt
should be raised nearly to its full height, and then bring it back
with a sharp motion into its place within the shoulder; whilst at
the same time, an increased grasp with the left hand, which till
now has kept its hold very loosely, combines with that of the
right hand upon the gripe of the stock to keep it firmly there.
The direction of barrel to the mark, or what may be termed the
line of level to be taken, in the first instance, is alittle below
what, as aready drawn by the eye to the object, may be
distinguished by the name of the line of sight. The latter should
be firm and immovable, to which a precise adjustment of the
line of level must be firmly made by an easy flexure of the
upper part of the body altogether, but without any loosening or
twisting of the butt from its firm hold within its shoulder; and
on the instant that these two lines are brought into contact, bear
direct upon the object. Before an object crossing, the aim
should be full high for abird rising up or flying away very low,
and between the ears of hares and rabbits running; it should be
straight away; all thisin proportion to the distance; the shooter
rarely erring by firing at the crossing bird when at forty yards,
at least five or six inches before it. Asthe barrels of double
guns usually shoot alittle inwards at long distances, thereis so
far apreferencein favor of theright barrel for an object-
crossing to the left, and vice versa. Till the pupil is fully master
of these intricacies, he will find great assistance from the sight,
which he should have precisely on the intended point when he
fires; he will thus by degrees attain the art of killing gamein
good style, which isto fix his eyes upon the object, and fire the
moment he has brought up the gun. The shooter should
accustom himself not to take his gun from his arm till the bird
Ison the wing, and never to vary his eye from the very oneiit
first fixed upon. Another good ruleis, that as soon asthe eye
bears on the object to be fired at, provided that the muzzle of
the gun the same, then it is proper to fire; for when the eye
dwells too long, the distance becomes increased, and the sight
isimpaired. To kill birds flying across either to the right or the
left, allowance must be made by the shooter not only for the
distance he is from them, but also for the strength of the birds
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and the velocity of their motion; thus, it must be taken into
account that the flight of the partridge in November will be
greatly accelerated to what it was two months before. It may
also be mentioned that in a cross-shot to the right, the difficulty
Isvery much increased if the right leg is first when the birds
rise; the gun cannot then be brought but a very trifling way
beyond a straight line to the right. When dogs point, or when
game has been marked and expected to spring, the walk should
be with short and easy steps; the body can then be easily turned
upon thelegs, asif on a pivot, and the range of the bird
commanded even if it should fly quite round the sportsman.
The science of aiming accurately, however, will be of little
service, except the gun be held steady from all starting or
flinching in the act of firing. Shooting in company has given
rise to a code of laws for the government of sportsmen. Al
birds that cross should be considered as belonging to the
gunner to whose side their heads are pointed, unless a previous
understanding is come to, that either party may take an after-
shot at atailing bird. When single birds rise and go away fair
from either party, it may be proper to have it previously
understood that such should be taken alternately by each shoot.
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How to use arifle

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to use a rifle

With Americans the Rifle isagreat favorite. One of the first
lessons should consist of the following practice at atarget
about eighteen inches in diameter, and at a distance of ten or
twelve paces. Having put a small copper thimble, or percussion-
cap from which the composition has been removed, upon the
nipple, the pupil should raise therifle (previously cocked)
steadily to his shoulder, and, while closing his |eft eye, look
intently with the right along the first sight to the more distant
one, the gaze being steadily fixed upon the mark, however, and
not on the sight, and the muzzle being raised above the bull's-
eye.; Therifle should now be steadily lowered, and at the
Instant that the more distant sight covers the center of the bull's-
eye, the motion should be arrested, the center of the heel-plate
as above directed, firmly pressed against the muscle of the
shoulder, and the trigger ssmultaneously pulled. All delay is
bad when once the aim has been clearly got. After the cock has
fallen on the nipple, the eye should still 1ook, for the space of a
second at least, as fixedly as before upon the target, noting
carefully the deflection upon each occasion. Easy as this may
appear, it will be found that to do it without flinching requires
some considerable practice. When that amount of proficiency
Is obtained, the same process should be repeated with caps,
proceeding gradually to the use of afew grains of gun-powder,
Increasing the charge to two or three drachms. When the
dlightest terror is no longer felt at the critical moment of the
explosion, abullet, with avery small charge of powder may be
ventured on. By degrees the shooter will find himself acquiring
confidence, and having repeatedly struck the target at a dozen
yards with half a drachm of powder, he will find the same feat
practicable enough at twenty, fifty, and finally at a hundred
yards, with one drachm, or one drachm and a half. Having
proceeded so far,, he will do well to continue working daily at
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the latter range for some weeks, until he can make certain of
raising hisrifle to the "Present," and of striking the bull's-eye
almost at the same moment. He may then progressively extend
his distance by twenty or twenty-five yards at atime, till he has
reached the extremist limits at which good shooting can be
calculated upon. He may consider himself somewhat above an
average shot, when at fifty yards he can make sure of obtaining
twenty hits all within acircle of fiveinchesin diameter; at a
hundred yards within acircle of ten inches; at two hundred
yards within acircle of twenty inches; and soonup to a
thousand yards. Asto that range, if the shooter can be certain
of putting ten bullets in succession within eight feet in
diameter, he will do as much as any one need hope to achieve.
A very important matter to be kept in mind while practicing at
the target is the charge of powder. It cannot be too strongly
inculcated that, after careful trial, the proper charge for a
particular rifle having been once determined upon, that charge
ought never to be increased or diminished even by agrain.
When the greatest possible accuracy is required in shooting, it
iswell worth while to weigh each charge in a delicate balance,
and subsequently to encloseit in asmall dry glass or metal
tube, carefully securing it with a cork or stopper. If this process
be deemed too tedious a small brass charger should be used,
slight "hopped," each timethat it isfilled; it should then be
tapped lightly at the bottom, so as to shake off the superfluous
grains, leaving the measure exactly filled. Care should be taken
that no extraneous matters get mixed up with the powder, as
every particle of the kind, however small, will diminish more
or less the momentum of the bullet, causing it to strike low, for
besides displacing a certain bulk of powder, any matter of the
kind prevents the due and regular ignition of the charge. It has
frequently been remarked that, when using aloose charge, the
best shooting was at the commencement of the practice, when
the flask was full. This arises from the common habit of filling
aflask when about three parts empty; the dust, smaller grains,
&c., thus collect at the bottom, and the force of each later
discharge is proportionably feebler. To avoid this, the stock of
powder should be occasionally sifted through alawn or silk
sieve. Some riflemen attach much importance, at shooting
matches, to wiping out the barrel after every discharge. For this
purpose the shooter is provided with a number of pieces of rag
(the material preferred being cotton flannel, each about two
inches sgquare; one of these being twisted round arod kept for
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the purpose, is passed up and down the barrel after each shot,
care being taken never to use the same rag twice until it has
been thoroughly washed.
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How to keep a dog healthy

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to keep a dog healthy

The best way to keep a dog healthy isto let him have plenty of
exercise, and not to overfeed him. Let them have at al times a
plentiful supply of clean water, and encourage them to take to
swimming, asit assists their cleanliness. When they are washed
no soap should be used, as it prevents their licking themselves,
and they may thus become habitually dirty. Properly treated,
dogs should only be fed once aday. Meat boiled for dogs, and
the liquor in which it is boiled, thickened with barely-meal or
oatmeal, forms capital food. The distemper isliable to attack
dogs from four months to four years old. It prevails most in
spring and autumn. The disease generally manifestsitself by a
dullness of the eye, husky cough, shivering, loss of appetite
and energy, and occasional fits. During the prevaence of this
complaint dogs should be allowed to run on the grass, their diet
should be spare, and alittle sulphur placed in their water. To
administer medicine to adog, place him, if of moderate size
only, upright on his hind legs, between the knees of a seated
person. Apply anapkin round his shoulders, bringing it
forward over the fore legs, by which heis secured from
resisting. The mouth being now forced open by the pressure of
the forefinger and thumb upon the lip of the upper jaw, the
medicine can be conveniently introduced with the other hand,
and passed sufficiently far into the throat to ensure it's not
being returned. The mouth should now be closed and kept so
until the matter given is seen to pass down.
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How to train adog for hunting

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to train a dog for hunting

A well trained dog is indispensable to success in gunning. We
give full directions for the breaking him to his work. Taking
the pointer to operate on as being more perfectly under the
control of the sportsman than most other kind of dogs.

Thefirst lesson inculcated is that of passive obedience, and this
enforced by the infliction of severity as lenient as the case will
admit. The dog istaken into a garden or field, and a strong cord
about eighteen or twenty yardslong istied to his collar. The
gportsman calls the dog to him, looks earnestly at him, gently
presses him to the ground, and several times will make him
down immediately, and take him to the place where the birds
rose. Chide him with "Steady!" "How dare you?' Use no whip,
but scold him well, and be assured that he will be more
cautious. If possible, kill on the next chance. The moment the
bird is down, the dog will probably rush in and seizeit. He
must be met with the same rebuff, "Down charge!” If he does
not obey, he must receive a stroke of the whip. The gun being
again charged, the bird is sought for, and the dog is allowed to
seeit and play with it for aminute beforeit is put in the bag.
He will become thoroughly fond of the sport, and his fondness
will increase with each bird that iskilled. At every time,
however, whether he kills or misses, the sportsman should
make the dog "Down charge!" and never alow him to rise until
he has |oaded.

If a Rabbit should be wounded, there will, occasionally, be
considerable difficult in preventing him from chasing her. He
must be checked with ""Ware chase," and if he does not attend,
the sportsman must wait patiently. He will by-and-by come
slinking along with his tail between hislegs, conscious of his
fault. It is one, however, that admits of no pardon. He must be
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secured, and while the field echoes with the cry of "'Ware
chase," he must be punished to a certain but not too great an
extent. The castigation must be repeated as often as he offends;
or, if there be much difficulty in breaking him of the habit, he
must be got rid of. By attention to the rules here laid down, the
person whose circumstances only permit him occasionally to
shoot, may very readily educate his dog, without having
recourse to keepers or professional breakers. Generaly
speaking no dog is half so well broken as the one whose owner
has taken the trouble of training him. The scholar being thus
prepared should be taken into the field, either alone or with a
well-trained steady dog. When the old dog makes a point, the
master calls out "Down!" or " Soho!" and holds up his hand and
approaches steadily towards the birds; and if the young one
runsin, or preparesto do so, as probably he will at first, he
again raises his hand and calls out " Soho!" If the youngster
pays no attention to this, the whip must be used, and in a short
time he will be steady enough at the first intimation of the
game. If he springs any birds without taking any notice of
them, he should be dragged to the spot from which they rose,
and, "Soho!" being cried, one or two sharp strokes with the
whip should be inflicted. If heistoo eager, he should be
warned to "Take heed." If he runs with his nose near the
ground, he should be admonished to hold up, and if he still
persists the muzzle-peg may be resorted to.

The best plan to accustom dogs to the gun, is occasionally to
fire off one while they are being fed. When the dog has grown
tolerably steady, and is taught to come at the call, he should
also learn to range and quarter his ground. Let some clear
morning, and some place where the sportsman is likely to meet
with game, be selected. Station him where the wind will blow
in his face; wave your hand and cry "Heigh on, good dog!"
Then let him go off to the right about seventy or eighty yards.
After this, call him by another wave of the hand, and let him go
the same distance to the left. Walk straight forward with your
eye always upon him; then let him continue to cross from right
to left, calling him in at the limit of each range. In doing this,
the same ground should never be twice passed over. The
sportsman watches every motion, and the dog is never trusted
out of sight or allowed to break fence. When thislesson is
tolerably learned, he may, on some good scenting morning
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early in the season, take the field, and perhaps find. Probably
he will be too eager, and spring upon his game. A loud but not
an angry voice says, "Down!" or "Down charge!" The dog does
not know the meaning of this, and strugglesto get up; but as
often as he struggles, the cry of "Down charge!” is repeated,
and the pressure is continued or increased. Thisis continued a
longer or shorter time, until the dog, finding that no harm is
meant, quietly submits. He is then permitted to rise; heis
patted and caressed, and some food is given him. The
command to riseisalso given in theterms"Heigh up!" A little
while afterwards the same process is repeated, and the dog
struggles less, or perhaps ceases to struggle altogether.

The attachment of the dog should be gained by frequently
feeding and caressing him, and giving occasional hours of
liberty; but every now and then inculcating a lesson of
obedience, teaching him that every gambol must be under the
control of the master; frequently checking him in the midst of
his gambols with the order of "Down charge!" patting him
when heis promptly obedient; but scolding or moderately
chastising him, when there is any reluctance to obey. The dog
Isthen suffered to run over the field, seemingly at his pleasure,
when suddenly comes the warning "Down!" He perhaps will
pay no attention to it, until heis seized by his master, forced on
the ground, and is menaced with the order of "Down!"
somewhat sternly uttered. After awhile heis suffered again to
get up. He soon forgets what has occurred, and gallops away
with as much glee as ever. Again the "Down!" is heard, and
again little or no attention, is paid to it. His mater once more
lays hold of him and forces him on the ground, and perhaps
inflicts aslight blow or two, and this process continues until
the dog finds that he must obey the command of "Down
charge!" The owner should now walk from the dog a little way
backward with his hand lifted up. If the dog make the slightest
motion, he must be sharply spoken to, and the order
peremptorily enforced. He must then be taught to "Back," that
IS, to come behind his master when called. When he appearsto
understand all this, heis called by his master in akindly tone,
and patted and caressed.
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How to train adog for gunning

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to train a dog for gunning

A well trained dog is indispensable to success in gunning. We
give full directions for the breaking him to his work. Taking
the pointer to operate on as being more perfectly under the
control of the sportsman than most other kind of dogs.

Thefirst lesson inculcated is that of passive obedience, and this
enforced by the infliction of severity as lenient as the case will
admit. The dog istaken into a garden or field, and a strong cord
about eighteen or twenty yardslong istied to his collar. The
gportsman calls the dog to him, looks earnestly at him, gently
presses him to the ground, and several times will make him
down immediately, and take him to the place where the birds
rose. Chide him with "Steady!" "How dare you?' Use no whip,
but scold him well, and be assured that he will be more
cautious. If possible, kill on the next chance. The moment the
bird is down, the dog will probably rush in and seizeit. He
must be met with the same rebuff, "Down charge!” If he does
not obey, he must receive a stroke of the whip. The gun being
again charged, the bird is sought for, and the dog is allowed to
seeit and play with it for aminute beforeit is put in the bag.
He will become thoroughly fond of the sport, and his fondness
will increase with each bird that iskilled. At every time,
however, whether he kills or misses, the sportsman should
make the dog "Down charge!" and never alow him to rise until
he has |oaded.

If a Rabbit should be wounded, there will, occasionally, be
considerable difficult in preventing him from chasing her. He
must be checked with ""Ware chase," and if he does not attend,
the sportsman must wait patiently. He will by-and-by come
slinking along with his tail between hislegs, conscious of his
fault. It is one, however, that admits of no pardon. He must be
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secured, and while the field echoes with the cry of "'Ware
chase," he must be punished to a certain but not too great an
extent. The castigation must be repeated as often as he offends;
or, if there be much difficulty in breaking him of the habit, he
must be got rid of. By attention to the rules here laid down, the
person whose circumstances only permit him occasionally to
shoot, may very readily educate his dog, without having
recourse to keepers or professional breakers. Generaly
speaking no dog is half so well broken as the one whose owner
has taken the trouble of training him. The scholar being thus
prepared should be taken into the field, either alone or with a
well-trained steady dog. When the old dog makes a point, the
master calls out "Down!" or " Soho!" and holds up his hand and
approaches steadily towards the birds; and if the young one
runsin, or preparesto do so, as probably he will at first, he
again raises his hand and calls out " Soho!" If the youngster
pays no attention to this, the whip must be used, and in a short
time he will be steady enough at the first intimation of the
game. If he springs any birds without taking any notice of
them, he should be dragged to the spot from which they rose,
and, "Soho!" being cried, one or two sharp strokes with the
whip should be inflicted. If heistoo eager, he should be
warned to "Take heed." If he runs with his nose near the
ground, he should be admonished to hold up, and if he still
persists the muzzle-peg may be resorted to.

The best plan to accustom dogs to the gun, is occasionally to
fire off one while they are being fed. When the dog has grown
tolerably steady, and is taught to come at the call, he should
also learn to range and quarter his ground. Let some clear
morning, and some place where the sportsman islikely to meet
with game, be selected. Station him where the wind will blow
in his face; wave your hand and cry "Heigh on, good dog!"
Then let him go off to the right about seventy or eighty yards.
After this, call him by another wave of the hand, and let him go
the same distance to the left. Walk straight forward with your
eye always upon him; then let him continue to cross from right
to left, calling him in at the limit of each range. In doing this,
the same ground should never be twice passed over. The
sportsman watches every motion, and the dog is never trusted
out of sight or allowed to break fence. When thislesson is
tolerably learned, he may, on some good scenting morning
early in the season, take the field, and perhaps find. Probably
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he will be too eager, and spring upon his game. A loud but not
an angry voice says, "Down!" or "Down charge!" The dog does
not know the meaning of this, and strugglesto get up; but as
often as he struggles, the cry of "Down charge!" is repeated,
and the pressure is continued or increased. Thisis continued a
longer or shorter time, until the dog, finding that no harmis
meant, quietly submits. He is then permitted to rise; heis
patted and caressed, and some food is given him. The
command to riseis aso given in the terms "Heigh up!" A little
while afterwards the same process is repeated, and the dog
struggles less, or perhaps ceases to struggle altogether.

The attachment of the dog should be gained by frequently
feeding and caressing him, and giving occasional hours of
liberty; but every now and then inculcating a lesson of
obedience, teaching him that every gambol must be under the
control of the master; frequently checking him in the midst of
his gambols with the order of "Down charge!" patting him
when heis promptly obedient; but scolding or moderately
chastising him, when there is any reluctance to obey. The dog
Is then suffered to run over the field, seemingly at his pleasure,
when suddenly comes the warning "Down!" He perhaps will
pay no attention to it, until heis seized by his master, forced on
the ground, and is menaced with the order of "Down!"
somewhat sternly uttered. After awhile heis suffered again to
get up. He soon forgets what has occurred, and gallops away
with as much glee as ever. Again the "Down!" is heard, and
again little or no attention, is paid to it. His mater once more
lays hold of him and forces him on the ground, and perhaps
inflicts aslight blow or two, and this process continues until
the dog finds that he must obey the command of "Down
charge!" The owner should now walk from the dog alittle way
backward with his hand lifted up. If the dog make the slightest
motion, he must be sharply spoken to, and the order
peremptorily enforced. He must then be taught to "Back," that
IS, to come behind his master when called. When he appears to
understand all this, heis called by his master in akindly tone,
and patted and caressed.
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What are the best dogs for hunting?

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

What are the best dogs for
hunting?

The highest place among shooting-dogs is by many sportsmen
awarded to the setter. Says Craven: "In style and dash of
ranging, in courage and capacity of covering ground, in beauty
and grace of attitude, in variety of color and elegance of
clothing, no animal of his specieswill at all bear comparison
with him." Thisis high praise, and alittle hard, in our opinion,
on the pointer. The pointer is an excellent dog, but he is more
delicate than the setter; still, as a set-off, he never lets his
enthusiasm in sport get the better of his discretion, an
indiscretion into which setters will sometimes be betrayed. The
setter has one marked advantage over the pointer, the hairy
protection of its feet enabling it to go through an amount of
work, without injury, that would dead beat the pointer. It is
equaled by none in points of docility and personal attachment.
The setter isacapital dog for all sorts of ordinary sporting. "
havetried all sorts," says alarge breeder of sporting dogs, "and
at last fixed upon awell-bred setter as the most useful. For
cover or snipe-shooting, the setter isfar superior - facing the
thorns in the cover and the water in the swamps without
coming to heel, shivering like apig in the ague. | have also
found that setters, when well broken, are finer tempered, and
not so easily cowed as pointers. | also find that after a good
rough day the setter will out-tire the pointer, though, perhaps,
not start quite so fresh in the morning."

The pointer, said by some to be of Spanish origin, ismore
nearly allied to the race of hounds than any other shooting dog.
They will, amost without education, or, in technical
phraseology, with very little breaking, exhibit a strong
tendency to the peculiarity of their race, and stand at game of
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every kind, and that even when they are puppies. The pointer
follows game by scent, and his peculiarity is that he will stand
asif turned to stone, the moment he comes in contact with the
slightest scent of game. But pointers are never considered
complete unless they are perfectly staunch to bird, dog and
gun; which implies, first, standing singly to abird or covey;
secondly, to backing (or pointing instantaneously, likewise),
the moment they perceive another dog stand; and lastly, not to
stir from their point upon the firing of any gun in company,
provided the game is neither sprung nor started at which the
original point was made.

The water-spaniel and the Newfoundland dog are of great use
to the sportsman when bent on shooting water birds. Asto the
water-spaniel, docility and affection are stamped on his
continence, and he rivals every other breed in attachment to his
master. Hiswork is double; first, to find when ordered to do so,
and to back behind the sportsman when the game will be more
advantageously trodden up. In both he must be taught to be
perfectly obedient to the voice, that he may be kept within
range, and not necessarily disturb the birds. A more important
part of hisduty isto find and bring the game that has dropped.
To teach him to find is easy enough, for a young water-spaniel
will asreadily take to the water as a pointer puppy will stop;
but to bring home game without tearing is a more difficult
lesson; and the most difficult of al isto make him suspend the
pursuit of the wounded game while the sportsman reloads. The
Newfoundland dog is, in point of fact, only a spaniel of large
growth. That which most recommends him is his fearlessness
of water. "It is our opinion," says Craven, "that in most cases
he might be made the most valuable of sporting dogs, his
intelligence - or instinct, if such indeed it merely be - appearing
to be called into action in agreater variety of instances than in
any other dog, except the original mountain or shepherd dog.
As aretriever, he possesses a quality of unquestionable value -
that of mouthing his game without breaking it; and he may be
brought into the field with pointers without interfering with
their province."

The Retriever

This useful dog is a cross between the spaniel and
Newfoundland or Spaniel or Poodle. Their chief value consists
in their fearlessness and perseverance in penetrating the

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of Outdoor_Sports/versatile_j.html (2 of 3) [7/20/2004 9:59:55 AM]



What are the best dogs for hunting?

thickest bush, or cover.
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Rabbit hunting tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Rabbit hunting tips

In approaching these wary animals, a degree of caution is
necessary, so as not to disturb them. It iswell, therefore, never
to advancein astraight line, or even look directly towards
them; walk leisurely along in the face of the wind; stoop and
pick up, or appear to pick up, abough or piece of turf, or to
examine any matter before you, and such conduct will often
throw them off their guard. While doing this, if adog iswith
you, keep him close; your clothes, also, should be dark, so as
not to be seen on the approach along way off. When you have
ventured as near as they will allow without retreating to their
earth, then stoop. When storms arise, the intervals between are
often favorable for getting near rabbits, particularly when the
wind blows from them to you. When a number are come upon
suddenly at the edge of awood frequented by them, it often
happens that the old ones will immediately take the covert; but
not so the young ones, who prick up their ears, and perhaps
raise themselves up to examine you; now take your shot.
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How to hunt snipe

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to hunt snipe

These are to be met with in low marshy grounds. In spring,
they disperse themselves to higher and more airy situations.
Snipe shooting affords excellent diversion; but those who
attempt should be possessed of a strong constitution, and
considerable fortitude and energy: wet and dirt must not be
cared for, nor must the coldness and severity of the weather be
heeded. Snipes are difficult to hit when on the wing, owing to
the irregular twistings of their flight; but this difficulty is soon
surmounted if the birds are allowed to reach to a certain
distance, when their flight becomes steady and easy to traverse
with the gun; there is no reason to be apprehensive of their
getting out of the range of the shot, as they will fall to the
ground if struck but glightly with the smallest grain. Snipeslike
many other birds always fly against the wind; therefore, the
sportsman by keeping the wind at his back, has this advantage
of the bird when it rises, that it presents afairer mark. In severe
weather, snipes resort in numbers to warm springs, where the
rills continue open and run with a gentle stream,; these, on
account of their long bills, are then the only places where they
can hunt for food. Snipes lie better in windy weather than in
any other, and as they then usually make a momentary halt or
hanging on, that is the time to fire. When they cross, also, by
firing well forward, they seldom escape. Snipes are among the
most inconstant of birds; afrosty night will send away the
whole of aflight that had been there the day before; and again
In two days' time they may return, if open weather and adry
wind succeed. A regular snipe locality should be tried not only
every day, but twice aday, so uncertain are snipesin fixing
themselves even for aday.
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Hunting tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Hunting tips

Partridge Hunting

The best time for partridge shooting isin the morning early, or
late in the afternoon. Always endeavor to get cross shots, this
may usually be effected by walking across or heading your dog
when pointing. If you go straight from him to the birds, they
will generally go straight away. Birds when flying across you,
present afar easier shot, and expose a more vital part. During
the entire season, the wheat-stubbles and turnips are the best
spots for holding partridges. In storms and fogs partridges lie
very close, and in fine days which follow storms. Heavy rains
cause them to lie extremely close in turnings; and therefore, as
well asfor other reasonsit is not favorable for sport.

Woodcock Hunting

The shooting of the woodcock requires more skill and
experience than any other game. It is an uncertain bird, that
requires careful treatment, but isworth all the trouble. A team
of small spanielsisall that is needed in the way of dogs; nearly
every thing depends on the trigger. When the cover is beaten,
look out sharp for the cock, as your shot must depend very
much on his humor, whether heis all alive or sluggish.
Sometimes, for example, he won't stir till fairly beaten out of
the cover, and then a shot will bring him down; sometimes he
will be off and away almost before the cover has been touched.
When in places likely to hold a cock, towards evening try the
mosses, banks of rivulets, and boggy bottoms; at that time the
birds are on the "road," or feed, and, consequently, are more
easily met with than when laid up in the snug harbor of some
old osier-bed, or beneath the root of some monarch of the
wood, in the deepest recesses of some wide cover. When
flushed, bear in mind that the woodcock seldom, if ever,
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pitches on feeding-ground.
Wild Fowl Hunting

Care must be taken not to fire too soon, distance is very
deceptive on water, and many good aims are made worthless
through miscal culating the distance. The scent of the water
fowl isexceedingly keen, and to get within range it is better to
keep to the leeward of them, than to bear direct down upon
them. Ducks are hunted with decoys in the early spring and
fall. Wild geese are shot from behind screens on the margins of
lakes and rivers. The hunters decoy them by imitating their
cries. Tame geese may also be used as decoys.

Deer Hunting

The best method for hunting deer is by the "Still Hunt." Thisis
done by finding fresh track of the deer and then with care and
quietness following the trail till the deer isfound. If careis
exercised in approaching, a good shot can generally be
obtained. The following directions are given by a practical
hunter: "For 'Still Hunting,' the hunter should provide himself
with agood rifle and a pair of deer skin moccasins. When
finding the trail he should walk carefully and keep a good
lookout ahead as deer are always watching back on their trail.
When routed, they almost always stop on hills. In order to get
within gun shot, it is necessary to circle round and come up to
ward in front or at the side - always circling to the leeward
side, astheir sense of smell is very acute. The deer, when the
early snow comes usually get up and feed till about 10 o'clock,
a.m., when they lie down till about 3 o'clock, p.m., when they
start on arambling excursion till near the next morning. In
these excursions they almost always return to the place from
whence they started, or near toit." In"Still Hunting," when the
buck, doe and fawns are found together, shoot the doe first, the
buck will not leave till you get another shot.

Buffalo Hunting

Buffalo hunting is not unaccompanied with danger. When the
head is disturbed, they at once flock together, into a compact
mass, and rush through all obstacles. They should only be
approached on the outskirts. The usual way of hunting the
buffalo is on horseback, as a person on foot cannot approach
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them without screening himself. An eight inch navy revolver is
the best weapon, but a breech loading carbine or rifleis very
good. Hunt up adrove feeding; approach them from the
leeward side, or they will scent you and move off. The horse
does not disturb them, therefore lie down on the horse and let
him gradually work towards them,; select a cow and approach
heron the left side of you have a pistol, and right side if you
have arifle. Shoot for the heart. The ball should be aimed just
back of the foreleg, afew inches above the brisket.
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Trapping technique

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Trapping techniqgue

All furs are best in winter; but trapping may be carried on to
advantage for at least six monthsin the year; i.e., anytime
between the first of October and the middie of April. Thereisa
period in the warm season, say from the first of May to the
middle of September, when trapping is out of the question, as
furs are worthless. The most trapping is done late in the fall
and early in the spring. The reason why furs become worthless
In summer is, that all fur-bearing animals shed their coats, or at
least lose the finest and thickest part of their fur aswarm
weather approaches, and have a new growth of it in the fall to
protect them in winter. Thiswhole processisindicated in the
case of the muskrat, and some other animals, by the color of
the inside part of the skin. As summer approaches, it becomes
brown and dark. That isasign that the best fur is gone.
Afterward it grows light-colored and in winter when the fur is
in the best condition, it is altogether white. When the pelt is
white, it is called prime by the fur-dealers. The fur isthen
glossy, thick and of the richest color, and the tails of such
animals as the mink, marten and fisher are full and heavy.
Beavers and muskrats are not thoroughly prime till about the
middle of winter. Other animals are prime about the first of
November. Thereis probably some variation with the latitude,
of the exact period at which furs become prime, the more
northern being alittle in advance. Trappers are liable to begin
trapping too early in the season, consequently much poor fur is
caught, which must be sold at low prices, and is unprofitable to
the trapper, the fur-buyer, and the manufacturer.

The skins of animals trapped are always valued higher than
those shot, as shot not only make holes, but frequently plow
along the skin making furrows as well as shaving off the fur.
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Trapping technique

To realize the utmost for skins they must be taken care of, and
also cleaned and prepared properly.

1. Be careful to visit your traps often enough, so that the skins
will not have time to get tainted. 2. As soon as possible after an
animal is dead and dry, attend to the skinning and curing. 3.
Scrape off al superfluous flesh and fat, and be careful not to go
so deep as to cut the fiber of the skin. 4. Never dry a skin by
the fire or in the sun, but in a cool, shady place, sheltered from
rain. If you use abarn door for a stretcher (as boys sometimes
do), nail the skin on the inside of the door.
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Fox trapping tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Fox trapping tips

There are several methods of catching this cautious animal.
The trap should be concealed in a bed of ashes, leaves, or
chaff, taking care that the trap is well smeared with blood or
bee's wax. Fasten to a clog so that he can move about when
caught. To make the allurement doubly sure, obtain from the
female of the dog, fox or wolf, the matrix, in the season of
coition, and preserveit in alcohol, tightly corked. Leave a
small portion of it on something near the trap; aso, when
visiting the traps, put some on your boots. Make atrail in
different directions round the trap. A piece of raw flesh may
also be dragged about. Be sure and |leave everything around the
trap and vicinity as natural as possible. Another good planisto
get some earth from a kennel where atame fox is kept. Set the
trapinit.
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Mink trapping tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Mink trapping tips

These can be taken either on land or water, the land is
generally preferred by trappers. The trap is set near the bank of
astream. If one of their holes cannot be found, make one.
Three sides of the cavity should be barricaded with stone, bark
or wood, and the trap set in the entrance. For bait, use fish, bird
or muskrat, cut in small pieces and placed in the hole beyond
the trap so that the mink will be obliged to step over the trap to
get it. Cover the trap with leaves, grass or feathers. In the
coldest weather, smoke the bait to give it a stronger scent. The
best scent for attracting mink is made as follows. Get some
eels, trout or minnows, and cut up into small pieces, put them
into aloosely corked bottle and hang it in the sun for two or
three weeks in summer, an oil will be formed on the top which
emits avery strong odor. Sprinkle afew drops of thisoil on the
bait and around the trap. It will be sure to draw mink from
some distance. The chain of the trap should be fastened to a
spring pole to lift the animal out of the reach of depredators, or
If the trap is set near water it should be attached to the dliding
pole, so asto drown it at once..
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Muskrat trapping tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Muskrat trapping tips

Find alog with some recent droppings of the muskrat on it, a
notch is cut in the log for the trap, an inch or two under the
water. The trap is fastened to a spring pole. If on the land,
among weeds and bushes, he will not unfrequently twist off his
leg and escape. The traps are also placed in the runs, on bogs
and old muskrat houses, and wherever there are recent
indications that the muskrats come to feed. Where the game is
scarce, the traps are sometimes baited, but otherwise thisis not
necessary. Carrots, parsnips, apples, potatoes, or a piece of the
flesh of muskrat can be used for bait. A stick is stuck in the
ground, slanting in such a manner that the end shall be 6 or 8
inches above the treadle of the trap. The bait is stuck on the end
of the stick, and in thisway, if there are any ratsin the vicinity,
you are pretty sure to catch them. Sometimes the traps are
covered with an inch or two of weeds; and some trappers put a
drop or two of the ail, found in the glands of the muskrat, on or
near the traps. Equal, if not better than a steel trap, isan old
barrel. Sink it near the bank of the ditch, where there are
evidences of the presence of the animals, to the level of the
ground, and half fill it with water. Put in a couple of shingles,
or light strips of board, to float on the water. Place sweet apples
or carrots cut in small bitsin the runs of the muskrats, and toll
them to the barrel. Put several pieces upon the floats, inside.
Theratswill jump in after their food, and will not be able to
get out. Where they are plenty, several muskrats may be taken
in anight by this simple trap, it costs nothing but labor, can be
visited at one's convenience, and there is plenty of roomin it
for adozen or more at once.
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Muskrat trapping tips
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Squirrel trapping tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminology
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Squirrel trapping tips

In trapping squirrels, set a steel trap on the upper rail of afence
near where they frequent; set a pole with an ear of corn, or
some other squirrel food fastened to the end of it, up against
the side of the fence, leaning in such a position as to spring the
bait over the trap at a height of six or nine inches; when the
squirrel reachesto get the bait he will get into the trap.
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Skunk trapping tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Skunk trapping tips

Take an old barrel, and place it on its side on atriangular stick
of wood about 7 inches high, fastening the bait on the bottom
of the barrel. When the skunk goes for this bait as soon as he
passes the centre, the barrel turns up with the skunk, without
making any scent. Then take it by thetail and do with it as
desired. Care must be taken not to place the barrel too high, as
it might throw over and not remain upright. The more skunks
you catch in the same barrel, the better the trap. They may also
be caught with the steel trap and spring pole. Set the trap near
their hole or path. Strew pieces of meat or dead mice before
and after the trap. The offensive discharge can be prevented
either by ablow over the back or by seizing the parts by the
hand and pierce its throat with the other.
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Beaver trapping technique

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Beaver trapping technigue

These animals are now exceedingly scarce. The clearing up and
cultivation of the soil has driven them nearly al from the
country. When a beaver pond has been found, the principal
object isto take each beaver in it alone and drown it as soon as
possible. If the remaining beavers get a knowledge of capture
of one of their family they will al remove away. The trap
should be set near the shore, about three inches under water.
Carefully hideit by a covering of some soft substance that will
not interfere with its springing. Use for bait a small portion of
beaver castor, amilky secretion found in glands near the
testicles of the male beaver, leave it on the bank near the trap.
Carefully remove all trace of footprints by drenching the tracks
with water.
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Trapping rabbit: Tips and Technique

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Trapping rabbit: Tips and
Technique

The steel trap issimply buried in the run, and leaves, grass or
earth strewed over its surface so as not to give an appearance of
an unusual character. Bait with a piece of apple. Precaution
should, however, be taken to tie the trap to a bough or pegin
the ground, by a piece of strong string, otherwise the rabbit will
carry away the trap. Wire snares are also very effective traps.
They are made of fine copper wires, and being inexpensive, a
number of them may be set where rabbits abound. The wires
are made to form a running loop, just such as we form with
string; only the wires are so arranged that they all unite to form
the one loop. No ingenious person could fail to form the loop
after afew minutes handling of the wire. It is so ssimple that it
will suggest itself. The loop thus made is set across arun, so
that the top of the loop stands say about six inches from the
ground; and in order to keep it in its proper position, a peg of
wood is driven in the ground a little way from the run, and in
the top of the peg thereisasdlit which servesto catch the ends
of the wires and holds them in position. The wires must be tied
firmly at the end to a string, which may lie on the ground; the
end of the string should be tied to a bough sufficiently high
from the ground to yield alittle when it is pulled. Thisyielding
of the bough prevents the rabbit from snapping the string,
which it would otherwise do in its endeavors to escape. Netting
rabbits is effected by nets being placed across the runs, but it is
very seldom resorted to, as it is less practicable than other
methods. There is an ingenious mode of taking rabbits by
single wires and what is called a springle, the same in principle
as the spring pole. A strong and springy stick is stuck deep into
the ground in an upright direction; its smaller end is then bent
over, and also buried sufficiently in the ground to keep it down.
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Trapping rabbit: Tips and Technique

To thisend awireistied by a short string, and when the rabbit
Is caught, hisfirst jump pulls the end of the springle out of the
soil, and it then lifts the rabbit completely from the ground,
thereby depriving it of all power of escape.
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Bird trapping: tips and technique

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Bird trapping: tips and technique

In the daytime birds are taken principally by means of nets,
springs, traps and birdlime. The method adopted in the suburbs
of London is most ingenious. The nets used are generally
twelve yards and a half long, and two yards and a half wide.
The bird catcher provides himself with call birds, usualy
consisting of five or six linnets, two goldfinches, two
greenfinches, awoodlark, aredpole, ayellow hammer, titlark
and perhaps a bullfinch. These are placed at short distances
from the netsin little cages. He has besides what are called flur-
birds, which are placed within the nets and are raised upon a
movabl e perch, which the bird catcher can raise at pleasure by
means of along string fastened to it, and gently let down at the
time the wild bird approaches. The flur-birds generally consist
of alinnet, agoldfinch, and a greenfinch, secured to the flur by
a contrivance called a brace, which secures the birds without
doing any injury to their plumage. When the bird catcher has
laid his nets, he disposes of hiscall birds at proper intervals.
The instant that the wild birds are perceived, notice is given by
one to the rest of the call birds, and they all raise their voicesin
aloud and cheerful chorus, which arrests the wild birdsin their
flight and attracts them down to the spot near which the nets
are placed; and the bird catcher watching his opportunity,
closes his nets upon them.
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Bird trapping: tips and technique
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The Springle: Effective Bird Catcher

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

The Springle: Effective Bird
Catcher

The Springle is a somewhat complicated apparatus, but very
effective as abird catcher. It consists of five parts, as follows:
1The stump: asmall stout stake of wood about five inchesin
length, which isfixed firmly in the ground, with its head about
an inch above the surface. 2. The Spreader: a small bent switch,
having anotch at its thicker end; it is kept in its bent position
by a piece of small cord whipped over its smaller and larger
end, and united just above the notch. 3. The Bender: a piece of
pliant withy or hazel, of about eighteen inches long; both ends
of it are fixed into the ground so asto form a kind of arch. 4.
The Springer: ahazel rod of about four feet in length, thick at
one end and tapering at the other; to the tapering end isfixed a
piece of string. 5. The Catch: a sound piece of wood fixed at
the end of the string of the springer; it is about half an inch
long, a quarter broad, and the eighth of an inch thick. Itis
dlightly beveled off at one end, so asto adapt it to the notch or
the spreader. 6. The Noose: a knot formed of horsehair,
fastened below the catch. In setting the springle, the following
directions are to be attended to: Drive the stump firmly into the
ground. Place the spreader around the stump so that itsbight is
In contact with it. Fix the bender into the ground at about the
length of the spreader from the stump; then fix the thick end of
the springer in the ground at alittle distance from the bender,
and the small end of it bent down till one end of the catch is
placed upwards and on the outside of the bender. Raise the
spreader about an inch from the ground, and put the small end
of the catch into the notch. Finally, arrange the horsehair
slipknot loosely around the bender, and the trap is set. Scatter a
little seed within, and for some distance around the spreader,
and watch at a short distance to seize the bird as soon asit is
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The Springle: Effective Bird Catcher

ensnared, otherwise it will flutter itself to death or be strangled.
Birds may also be caught by means of horsehair loops. To
accomplish this, tie alarge number of loops upon along string,
the longer the better, and lay this string in a series of rings
winding outward from the center, so that the ground will be
completely covered with them; then lay the trap, with the loop
properly opened, on a spot resorted to by birds. When abird
getsitsfeet into aloop, it isamost certain to draw the loop
tightly about itslegs, and is thus caught. The common brick
trap iswell known; it consists of four bricks arranged two
lengthways, upon their edges or narrow sides and one in front,
and the fourth between the two side bricks; thisis so placed
that it will fall and lie easily upon the front brick. Within the
trap a stout peg is driven into the ground, upon which aforked
twig is placed horizontally; above thisastick is placed, one end
being on the twig and the other end supporting the brick in a
slanting position. The end of the twig that rests upon the peg is
cut flat to giveit abetter hold. The bait is strewn upon the
ground inside of the trap. When the bird fliesto the trap he
generally perches for a moment on the forked twig and causes
it to give way by reason of its weight, the brick that has been
propped up then falls upon the front brick, enclosing and
securing the bird. In preparing this trap, caution should be used
to setting the upper brick, so that it does not fall between the
two side bricks unsupported by the front brick, asin such a
case the bird would be crushed to death. The downfall isan
effective trap for taking field fares, thrushes, redwings,
blackbirds, larks, sparrows, starlings, and all birds that
congregate upon the ground. It is most effective when snow
lies upon the ground, for then the birds being hungry, are less
shy than is their wont in the pursuit of food. The trap consists
of an iron or wooden hoop covered with a net, formed of
meshes of about one inch. The lighter the net the better. The
hoop is put to stand at an angle, asin the engraving, and is
propped up by a piece of stick about two feet in length. At the
bottom of the net, and lying upon that part of the hoop which
rests upon the ground, is placed a heavy stone, in such a
manner that directly the stick is withdrawn, the net will drop
down suddenly upon the birds. A long string is tied to the stick,
and is held by the person, who keeps as far away from the trap
as is compatible with his being enabled to see when the birds
are under it. It is better not to drop the trap when asingle bird
enters, asit will serve as adecoy, and alittle patience will be
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rewarded by the capture of a number of birdsinstead of one. In
some parts of France a curious mode is practical of taking
birds, aframeis constructed of the stripped branches of the
slender straight growing poplar, in the centre of which aseat is
placed for the birdcatcher to sit upon. The frame so constructed
Is afterwards covered with boughs and evergreen shrubs,
among which are openings for the entrance of the birds, and
also for the hands of the birdcatcher to come out, who is seated
within. When the birds alight on or about the sides of the holes,
the bird catcher nimbly seizes them by the hand or by means of
asmall flap trap which he trusts out at one o f the holes, and
upon which the birds alight. Woodcocks, partridges, and other
land birds are said to be easily caught by what is called low-
belling. In this method a strong light is employed and two
persons carry nets, one on either side of him who bears the
light. The light bearer carries alarge bell, which he rings
incessantly and with aregular jingle. The birds after awhile
become so alarmed by the combined effects of the light and the
bell, that while some fly against the nets, others fall upon their
backs on the ground and will not move, and so are captured.

For catching birds by means of bird-lime, the following is the
most successful method: Take alarge branch or bough of a
tree, and after having trimmed it of all the leaves and
superfluous shoots, cover it all over with bird-lime, taking
great careto lay it on properly, for if it be too thick the birds
will see it and will not settle on the bough, and if it be too thin
it will not hold them when they do. When the bough is well
limed it must be fixed on alow dead hedge near arickyard,
hemp or flax field, or in some other place which isafavorite
resort for small birds, and the sportsman having concealed
himself is near to the bough as he can, must imitate with his
mouth or with abird call the notes which birds make when they
attack or call one another, but if he should not be expert at this,
there is another mode of attraction called astale. A hawk of
any species or a bat make very good stales, but an owl makes
the best of any, for this bird never shows himself at daylight
without being followed by all the small birds that seeit; so that
if an owl be fastened in some conspicuous place at a short
distance from the limed bough, the birds will collect around it
in great numbers, and will be sure sooner or later to settle on
the bough and be taken. When one bird is thus enticed and
stuck fast, it must not be disengaged, but suffered to remain
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and attract others by its fluttering, so that many may be taken at
once. If alive owl is not to be obtained, a stuffed one will do
nearly as well. Sometimes the representations of an owl carved
in wood is used, and being painted in the natural colors of the
bird, isfound to succeed very well.
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What are the best fishing times?

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

What are the best fishing times?

The "regular season" for fishing is between the months of April
and November. The best time of the day for angling is, during
the summer months, from sunrise to two or three hours after,
and from two hours preceding sunset until an hour after that
time. IN the colder months the best hours are from twelve to
three, for the fish are shy at biting until the air is warmed by
the sun. A warm lowering day is, of all others, the most
propitious; on a cloudy day, also, succeeding a moonlight
night, the fish will bite readily; the most favorable winds are
south and southwest - easterly, the most unfavorable.

When fishing, keep at some distance from the margin of the
stream, so that your shadow may not fall upon the water, and
frighten away the fish; to avoid the same consequences, do not
indulge in laughter or loud conversation.

If the water be still, throw in small pieces of ground bait; if a
strong current, large pieces; do this quietly and cautiously, for
fish are so wary and suspicious, that it requires the nicest
delicacy and management to circumvent them.

When the wind blows right across the water, fish with your
back to the wind, as you will not only be able to throw your
line better, but the fish will be on that side, attracted thither by
the flies and other natural bait which the wind will blow into it.

Return to Boys Own Book of Outdoor Sports

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of Outdoor_Sports/bestfishi_cd.html [7/20/2004 10:00:02 AM]


http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of_Outdoor_Sports

Wheat is the best live fishing bait?

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

What is the best live fishing bait?

The common angle worm isa universal bait for fresh water
angling. They grow almost everywhere except in sandy soils.
The common white grub is also used successfully in trout
fishing. They are found in fresh ploughed earth, and under old
stumps, decaying foliage, etc. The grasshopper is also good for
trout in his season. The trout or salmon spawn will attract trout
quicker than any other possible bait, but it is not always to be
had. Catapillars, flies, locusts, beetles, etc., are good for trout.

Live bait consists of the minnow, the shiner (or mullet), the
goldfish and other small fish. Ponds of these fish are kept by
those who furnish baits, and by some habitual sportsmen.

Thefrogisan excellent bait for pickerel. They are sometimes
used whole, but in case where you use the hind legs only, they
should be skinned.

For saltwater fishing, the shrimp isthe leading bait. The
shedder crab, in its season, is most excellent, particularly for
striped bass. The soft shell clam, cut in small pieces, isagood
bait for many kinds of seafish. The horse mackerel or small
blue fish is an excellent bait. Where the tide runs swift, use the
tail, leaving on the fins.
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How to fish for the pike or pickerel

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to fish for the pike or pickerel

Pike isfond of shady places and in summer they frequent the
parts of the stream nearly where the pickerel weed grows. They
generally spawn in march or April and earlier in some southern
streams. In winter they get under rocks, or stumps, or into
convenient deep holes, and they can be taken then with small
live fish for bait. In rivers you can generally catch pickerel near
the mouth of some small stream emptying into the river; the
fall of the year isthe best time for catching them. In the hot
summer months they will seldom bite at all, except, perhaps, in
avery windy day. Inthefall, too, they are in better condition.
Pickerel fishing in the spring is sometimes very successful;
however, though the fish are not so good when breeding. In the
more northern waters they are sometimes taken as early as
August in good condition. The tackle used for pickerel isa
pretty stiff 10 foot rod, with areel, and some 50 or 60 yards of
flax line which should be protected by the hook with gimp or
wire. The Limerick or Kirby salmon hook isused. ThesizeisO
to 5, according to the size of the fish. IN arunning stream, the
sinker and float will aso be found necessary. The bait should
be asmall livefish, or frog, or the hind leg of afrog skinned.
Worms are sometimes used in small streams, where the water
Is clear, and the game small. In using live bait, when the
pickerel takesit, do not draw your line too quick. The bait, if
properly impaled, will be very lively, and will be apt to make a
violent effort to escape its enemy. Inexperienced anglers may
take this movement for a veritable bite; but when the bite
comes, there is no mistaking it. In impaling a small fish for
bait, pass the hook under the back fin, just under the roots of its
rays. Thiswill not disable the fish, and it will appear lively in
the water. When using live frog bait, you pass the hook through
the skin of the back or belly, or the back muscle of the hind
legs. Thelivefrog is generally used on the top of the water - if
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not, you should let him rise occasionally to take the air. When
the pickerel has seized your bait, give him plenty of timeto
swallow it, and also plenty of line. Sometimes he will hold it in
his mouth and play with it before gorging. On bringing him to
land, be careful of hisjaws, for he has a set of teeth, sharp as
needles.
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How to fish for Perch

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to fish for Perch

The perch spawns at the end of April or beginning of May,
depositing it upon weeds, or the branches of trees or shrubs that
have become immersed in the water; it does not come into
condition again until July. The best time for fishing for perchis
from September to February; it haunts the neighborhood of
heavy deep eddies, camp sheathings, beds of weeds, with sharp
streams near, and trees or bushes growing in or overhanging
the water. The baits for perch are, minnows, red, marsh,
brandling or lob worms and shrimps. The tackle should be fine
but strong, as with afish bait atrout or pike may frequently be
hooked. Perch, unlike fish of prey, are gregarious, and in the
winter months, when the frosts and floods have destroyed and
carried away the beds of weeds, congregate together in the
pools and eddies, and are then to be angled for with greatest
success from 10 to 4 o'clock, at the edge of the streams forming
such eddies.
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Trout Fishing

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Trout Fishing

Trout, which are caught in the numerous running streams of the
United States, vary in color, appearance and size with the
quality of the soil pertaining to the streams they inhabit. The
fish called "black trout," which are found in sluggish muddy
streams, does not belong properly to the species. Trout will
vary as much in shape and flavor, as in the color. They spawn
in September and October, and the time for taking themisin
the spring and summer. Y ou may fish for trout until the 20th of
August, though the finest ones are taken in the months of May
and June. They bite the best in March and April. Y ou can hook
trout in several ways.

Some prefer fly fishing, and thisis the most interesting mode in
summer. The rod to be used should be light, and the line made
of hair, or silk and grass. The fly should be placed on alength
of gut, or asingle light hair. Do not fish with your back to the
sun. Stand as far from the stream as circumstances will allow.
Always throw your line from you - never whip it out. Fly
fishing isonly suitable for pleasant weather. The best time of
day isearly in the morning or just at sunset. The line should be
about half aslong again asthe rod. It should be thrown up
stream, and let the fly gradually float down, and if possible fall
into the eddies where the fish is apt to retreat in case of alarm.
Let your line fall into the stream lightly and naturally, and
when you raise it, do so gently and by degrees.

In trout fishing with the fly, only asmall part of thelineis
allowed to be in the water. The end, or leader, should, as before
stated, be asingle light hair, if you can get one, asthe trout is
extremely shy and suspicious. If you stand on the bank of the
stream, throw your line as far up as possible, as you cannot
expect to catch atrout opposite or below where you are
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standing. If bushes intervene between you and the stream,
(whichisall the better) do not rustle them or make a noise.

The usual length of arod for trouting is 14 feet, though longer
or shorter ones may be used, according to fancy or
convenience. The bottom of the line, unless you have alight
hair, should be strong silk-worm gut. The size of the hook will
depend upon your flies. Nos. 4 and 5 are used for worms and
beetles, and 7 to 9 for small flies. If the flies are too small, put
two on the hook, as these insects frequently fall into the water
in couples. The largest and best trout lie in shallow water,
faced up stream, or else they lie near the surface. They are
found on the south, or shady side of the stream. It is necessary
to be exceedingly cautious not to show yourself, asif they see
you they vanish for the day. Grasshoppers and other small field
insects are frequently used with success when worms fail.

Worm fishing for trout is practiced with similar caution. After
arain, when the water of the brook isalittle riley, you can
catch trout by this mode - sometimes very rapidly. It is usualy
practiced in the spring. A single split shot will generally be
enough to sink your line, unless the stream is deep and rapid.
The rod should be of bamboo, 16 to 20 feet long, and the line
shorter than the rod. Keep the point of your rod exactly above
the bait, steadily following it, asthe bait drags along the
bottom. When the fish takes the bait, do not let him run with it,
but keep a steady hand. Do not jerk, but play gradually with
him. If the day be clear, and the stream shallow, the best way is
to wade up the stream cautiously, throwing your line far up,
and letting it come gradually towards you. The fish always
heads upstream and you should not fail to remember if he once
sees you he vanishes. Bottom Fishing with the blue-bottle flies
Is practiced as follows: Use asilk or fine hair line, with gut
leader, and a small quill float. Hook No. 10 is about the proper
size. You will want one or two split shot on theline. Fill aglass
bottle with the common blue-bottle fly found on fresh horse or
cow dung. Bait your hook with two of theseflies, and let it sink
nearly to the bottom. In thisway you may catch trout in ponds,
or deep waters deposited by running streams, and often in the
slack water of mill dams, when you could not catch them in the
stream itself. Thiskind of trout fishing is practiced in July and
August. When the fish has taken the bait, play him towards the
top of the water always. Do not let him tangle your lineint eh
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weeds or under brush.

Thefin of atrout, or rather small fish, is sometimes used as a
bait for trout with good success. It is dropped and roved, as
with aminnow or fly.

Brook trouting is the very poetry of angling. It isan intellectual
amusement, too, and requires as much caution, calculation and
prescience as a game of chess - as fine touches of art asare
necessary to perfect a picture or a statue. Through the meadow,
where the rivulet, scarce a stride across, glides silently through
the grass; along the gravelly bottom, where it sings and gurgles
among the pebbles; through the gapes between the stony
ridges, where it chafes and dances and raisesits tiny roar
among the splintered rocks; and across the woods, where it
turns, and doubles, and feignsto sleep in quiet pools, the
trouter must pursue

In every promising nook, on every inviting eddy, at the foot of
every mimic cataract - in fact, in every spot where atrout
would be likely to resort for fun, or food, or privacy - hisfly
must settle. After each deposit in his"creel,” he may look
around and admire the prospect, open his ears to the song of
the spring birds, and sniff up the delightful odors which the
world exhales in turning green. But all of the spring birds, and
sniff up the delightful odors which the world exhalesin turning
green. But all these things are to the trout fisher as if they were
not, while he is professionally engaged; it isonly in the pauses
of hisart that he ventures upon a parenthetical glance at the
general features of the landscape. His basket filled, however,
he has |eisure to be sentimental, and can sit down on afence
and invoke the muses, if he happensto have the gift of jingle.
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Salmon fishing - how to fish for salmon

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Salmon Fishing

This most delicious of fish sometimes grows to an immense
size for afrequenter of fresh water. Salmon begin to run up
certain northern riversin April and stay there until the latter
end of July, when they return to the sea. It iswhile thus
running that they are taken by anglers and salmon fishermen.
They deposit their spawn at the extreme point that they reach
on the river, and by the time they return, the young fry are
ready to return with them. The same young ones follow their
parents up the river the year following, having grown to be
about six inchesin length. At the end of the second year they
weigh from five to seven pounds, and it takes them six yearsto
attain their growth.

The salmon, like the trout, istimid and easily frightened. When
they become alarmed, they move very rapidly in the water, and
go agreat distance without stopping. It is, therefore, necessary
to be extremely cautious in fishing them, and requires skill and
perseverance. The most wary and scientific anglers have their
patience tried in taking this fish, whose instinct leads it to
astonishingly artful and singular efforts to escape. The feeding
grounds of the salmon are swift streams, and deep lakes, with
gravelly and pebbly bottoms, where there are easily outlets to
the sea. The time for fishing them is early in the morning or
late in the afternoon, and they may be taken from May until
August. In thefirst of the season, worms, small fish, or shrimp,
isthe usual bait; but in July and August they are partial to the

fly.

The tackle used for salmon, should combine strength with
imperceptibility. A large sized reel is necessary, with some two
hundred yards of line made of silk and hair combined, or a
grass line is sometimes used. The leader should be four or five
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feet long, made of twisted gut, and with a swivel sinker, or a
swivel alonein fly fishing. The rod should be fifteen to
eighteen feet long, and elastic at the end. The proper hook for
worm and live bait is te Kirby and Limerick pattern. Nos. 0 to
4; and Nos. 0 to 3in fly fishing. Fishing with artificial fliesis
often very successful, the flies being made of gray and gaudy
feathers.

Return to Boys Own Book of Outdoor Sports

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of _Outdoor_Sports/salmon-fishing.html (2 of 2) [7/20/2004 10:00:04 AM]


http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of_Outdoor_Sports

How to troll for fish

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to troll for fish

One of the branches of angling which is generally practiced at
mid-water or thereabouts, and includes spinning with alive, a
dead, or an artificial bait, with a small fish generally, or its
representative. When neither fly fishing nor bottom fishing can
be practiced, in consequence of certain forbidding
circumstances of water and season, trolling can be resorted to
as an excellent substitute. The fish most commonly taken by
any sort of trolling in our rivers are pike, perch and trout.
Trolling is divided into there parts, viz: sinking and roving,
trolling with gauge and snap-hooks and spinning. Sinking and
roving is practiced with alive bait; aminnow or aloach for the
common trout or perch; bleak, gudgeon, dace or roach for pike
or large trout. The best general bait for all sorts of trolling is
the gudgeon. The rod used should be along bottom one, with a
good winch, and prepared plaited silk trolling line. For foot-
line, about ayard and a half of the best gut. The link to which
the hook istied, should be of fine gimp, if pike are sought fore;
but gut, or three-twisted hairs, will do for trout and perch. The
baits must be strong and lively, and placed on the hooks with
aslittle injury to them as possible. Allow the bait to swim, here
and there, generally at mid-water, but in deep places, deeper,
drawing it up gently to the surface now and then, letting it sink
again and guiding it to the best looking spots of the locality.
Snap-baits are mostly used at seasons when pike do not feed
with sufficient voracity to pouch their baits promptly. Their
merit liesin alowing the troller to strike quickly, before the
fastidious fish suspecting something wrong, has time to gject
the bait from his mouth. The rod used must be short and stiff;
that known as the punt barbel rod being the best. Snap-baits are
two-fold - one, which does not spring when you stroke the fish,
and the other which does.
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The first-named consists of three hooks - two large ones, tied
back to back, with their barbs pointing different ways and one
smaller hook tied on at the top of the shanks of the others, and
pointing straight out from them. The spring-snap is generally
used with dead bait; it requires deep insertion in the bait to
allow the spring to act, which it will not do without some
considerable resistance. Spinning is a dashing, killing method
of angling, and the practice of it requires considerable muscular
exertion. The best spinning rod is made of a single piece of
East India mottled cane, fourteen or sixteen feet long, well
ringed, with a screw winch, requiring no winch fittings. With a
rod of this description, salmon and large trout can be trolled for
in the deepest and widest waters. In narrow streams, the angler
can spin with avery small portion of line out and aimost avoid
casting, the length of the rod allowing the bait to be dropped
noiselessly wherever it iswished, and to spin it accordingly.
The baits used in spinning should be of the most brilliant
colors; the brightest minnows, gudgeons, you can procure. The
hooks used in spinning should be of the bright steel color of the
wire, no changed to the ordinary blue line of hooks; and they
should be whipped on with light-colored silk, waxed with
white wax. Artificial spinning baits are sold at the various
tackle stores. They all kill fish more or less successfully; but
the maority of them areinferior to the natural bait. A small sall
boat, or skiff is used, with an attendant to manage the boat as
you direct. You can sue the live bait, or an artificial bait, as
most convenient. Some sportsmen are very fortunate with the
artificial bait. A stiff rod and reel, with the same tackle as
before described, and no sinker - isall that isrequisite. The
boat should move gently, and let your line drag far in the rear.
With artificial bait the fish is hooked almost instantly. If you
use live bait, be exceedingly careful in determining when the
fish has gorged it. Y ou should give him several minutes after
he has seized it, for this purpose. On seeing the bait, the
pickerel will generaly run off with it, and will then stop to
gorge it, but does not always do so. The sign that he has
swallowed it, is a peculiar slackening of the line, which
experienced anglers can easily understand. But if he has gorged
the bait, he will soon start off a second time, and sometimes
will stop and start off the third time. In these cases, you should
never bein ahurry. When you are convinced that he has taken
down the bait, draw atight line, and strike for your fish. If heis
large, you should play with him until he is quite exhausted, or
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you may lose him in the attempt to land. The difficulty of
taking a pickerel from the hook may be obviated in a measure
by gagging. For this purpose some anglers provide themselves
with prepared sticks of various lengths. If the hook is
completely swallowed, asis frequently the case, open the
stomach in the middle, cut away the hook, and unslipping the
knot that holds the gimp, draw it out that way rather than
through the mouth.
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Salt water fishing tips

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Salt water fishing tips

Although less art and skill are necessary for seafishing, the
sport isincreased by the exhilaration of a pleasant sail or row
upon the briny deep.

Thefirst requisite of salt-water fishing is a good boat, which
may be anything, from arow boat up to ayacht of a hundred
tons, as the taste ro the means of the sportsmen may dictate.
For in-shore or harbor fishing, a sail-boat of fifteen feet in
length, with a cuddy forward for shelter in case of rain, isthe
most convenient craft. It should be as light as possible, yet
strong enough to resist the action of heavy waves, or an
occasional bump on the beach or the rocks.

If you are going "down below" for aday, you want a cod-line
for each member of the party, also a perch-line, and, if in the
season for mackerel, a mackerel jig.

The best time for starting is on the ebb tide, which should be at
an early hour in the morning to render the trip most favorable.
Y ou will then have thetide in your favor, if the wind should be
light or not fair, with the same advantage to aid you in getting
home. Y ou will first run out into deep water, to some approved
fishing-ground, whose locality you must learn from those
acquainted with the coast. The water will be from ten to thirty
fathoms in depth. Here you will anchor if you can - if not, lie
too.
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Salt water fishing tips
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How to fish for mackerel

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminology
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to fish for mackerel

If you are so fortunate asto fall in with a school of mackerdl,
you will abandon all thought of cod, haddock and perch, for no
sane fisherman ever catches anything else when these
"beauties’ are to be had. If you strike the school, occasionally
heave over refuse fish or clams, cut up fine, to keep them near
your boat. Bait your jig with a bit of salt pork, and sink it only
two or three feet. They bite quick and sharp. Haul them in,
swing them over the fish-tub with ajerk, and the mackerel drop
from the line without any further assistance. Y ou will catch
them just as fast as you can pull them in, or you will not catch
them at all.
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Blue fish fishing: How to catch blue fish

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

Blue fish fishing: How to catch
blue fish

These fish abound in all the waters of Massachusetts, Rhode
|sland and Connecticut and the catching of them is an exciting
sport. The tackle consists of alarge hook, attached to an ivory
or white bone imitation of asmall fish. In the absence of this
gear, acommon cod-line, with a piece of red flannel wound
round the cord close to the heel of the hook, so asto form a
cylinder about half an inch in diameter, will answer avery
good purpose.

For blue fishing you need a quick working boat, and at least a
five knot breeze, for the fish are taken by trolling. Throw your
line overboard, and make fast at the stern of the boat, while
under full headway. The hook will drag near or on the surface
of the water, and the blue fish will snap at the bait, taking it on
the wing, as it were. When he gets on, pull in, and be sure you
keep ataut line all the time, or the fish will escape. If you
succeed in getting him into the boat, hit him over the head with
aclub, for he hasteeth, and has been known to bite when he
could not help it. He is very active and will be troublesome if
not silenced as directed. Take the wind abeam, with tacks of
two or three miles, makes the pleasantest sailing
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How to fish for eel

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to fish for eel

The edl isfound in rivers, reservoirs, ponds, canals, etc., being
very fond of still water with a muddy bottom. Those that have
chosen for their habitation rivers having uninterrupted
communication with the sea - unlike the salmon - are supposed
to migrate to the sea, deposit their spawn, and the young to
enter the rivers and pursue their upward way in large swarms,
until they find fresh water wherein to take up their future
habitation.

The eel may be taken by the angler at the bottom with worms,
loach gudgeon, bleak, minnows, asmall lamprey, the entrails
of fish, flesh, or fowl, or, indeed, with aimost anything; but it is
generally caught by nightlines, to which several hooks are
attached, and which are cast into the water by a brick, stone, or
other weight being attached thereto, and the other end pegged
into the bank, or tied to a branch of atree, or to a bunch of
weeds on the water side. Sniggling is a plan successfully
adopted for catching eelsin the daytime, when they creep into
holes in the bank or woodwork, or under stones, or logs of
wood. It is practiced by baiting a small hook or stout needle
bound to the line for half of its length only with aworm, and
presenting it at the entrance of the hole, or at the edge of the
stone or log by the aid of a bent rod; the eel takes the bait, and
the angler holds the line taut until his prey, gradually relaxing
its adhesion to the shelter, is drawn out. Bobbing also is
practiced by first string - a quantity of large lob worms upon
worsted, attaching them to a bell-shaped piece of lead,
sufficiently large to readily sink them; the lead and worms are
secured to a pole of sufficient length, say twelve or fourteen
feet long, by a piece of stout cord. The eel may be felt to bite,
when it isto be gently but quickly lifted, either out of the

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of_Outdoor_Sports/eelfishin_dd.html (1 of 2) [7/20/2004 10:00:07 AM]



How to fish for eel

water, or to be suffered to drop into a basket, floating ready for
its reception; their teeth become entangled in the worsted, from
which they cannot disengage themselves, if the angler isan
adept at the process. Eels are caught in rivers in baskets or pots
to which accessis easy, but retreat difficult, wherein have been
placed some small fish or some flowers of the elder tree, and in
bucks, which are large baskets made on the same principle,
fitted to aframework, and at suitable periods and convenient
states of the water, lowered therein, when the eelsrun into
them on thelr downward passage to the sea, or when seeking a
new locality. Eels are also taken by spearing them whilst they
are lying singly on the bottom, or in clusters imbedded in the
mud. The instrument used, called an eel-spear, isof six or eight
prongs of flattened iron, the edges of each prong benotched,
and fastened to along pole. It is then violently plunged into the
mud and quickly withdrawn; the eels are retained between the
prongs by their serrated edges.

Return to Boys Own Book of Outdoor Sports

http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of_Outdoor_Sports/eelfishin_dd.html (2 of 2) [7/20/2004 10:00:07 AM]


http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Boys_Own_Book_of_Outdoor_Sports

How to fish for catfish

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to fish for catfish

Thisisafresh water bottom fish found in streams and ponds all
over the United States. It is an easy matter to catch catfish. You
have only to procure tackle strong enough to draw them out of
the water, using a hook according to the expected size of your
game. A single or double gut |eader is necessary, according to
the strength required. Minnows, pieces of fish, shad roe,
worms, toasted cheese, insects, pieces of meat or liver,
chickens offal - any of these baits will attract the catfish. Y ou
can fish with hand lines, or with arod, as you may prefer. The
proper hook isthe Limerick salmon from No. 1 to 5, according
to the size of your fish. They do not bite very vigorously, but
perform a series of fine nibbles, similar to the bite of an edl.
They are plentiful alwaysin mud bottoms, above mill-dams,
and in coves of theriver. The large ones are often taken by
trolling with artificial squid or fly. The time for fishing catfish
beginsin April and lasts until cold weather.
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How to fish for the sucker fish

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminology
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to fish for the sucker fish

There are agreat many different species of the sucker, and
some of them will not bite or nibble at any bait whatever. The
kind that does not bite is sometimes taken with wire slip-noose,
but as that is not legitimate sport, we do not deem it necessary
to particularize the manner. The regular trout tackle and hooks
are used in fishing the sucker everywhere, and worms are the
proper bait, though he will bite at shad roe in the spring season.
They suck in the bait, and thus nibble at the hook. They are not
very lively when pulled up and unless cooked immediately,
their flesh grows soft.
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How to trap quail

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminology
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to trap quail

A quail trap may be any kind of coop, supported by afigure 4.
The spindle of the figure must either be so made asto hold
grain, or, what is better, some grains of wheat or buckwheat are
strung over a strong thread with the aid of aneedle, and tied to
the spindle. Quails and prairie hens easily enter atrap when the
ground is covered with snow. At other times it israther

difficult to catch them.
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How to trap wild turkey

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to trap wild turkey

A wild turkey trap is made by first digging aditch; then over
one end is built arude structure of logs, covered at the top. The
structure should not be tight, but, of course, sufficiently close
not to let the birds through. Indian corn is scattered about and
in the ditch, and inside of the pen. The turkeys follow up corn
in the ditch, and emerge from it on the inside. Once there, the
silly birds never think of descending into the ditch, but walk
round and round the pen, looking through the chinks of the logs
for escape that way. To make all sure, the ditch should end
about the center of the pen, and abridge of sticks, grass and
earth should be built over the ditch, just inside of the pen, and
close to the logs; otherwise, in going around the bird might step
inside the ditch, and once there it would follow the light and
thereby reach the outside of the pen.
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How to breed mink

The following is an excerpt from A Boy's Own Book of Outdoor Sports, published in the
early 1900's. Itis a handbook of outdoor sports and activities which were popular in
England and the United States at the time. Some of the methods and terminclogy
discussed in this excerpt may be outdated.

How to breed mink

Adult minks are almost untamable, but young ones readily
submit to handling and are easily domesticated. The time to
secure young minksisin May and June, when they begin to
run with their dams. The streams must be quietly watched for
mink trails, and then tracked to the nest. When they leave the
hole the old one may be shot, and the young ones secured, or
they may be dug out. Those who own a breeding stock of
minks ask high prices for them; but trappers represent to us that
It is an easy matter to get the wild young ones. Habits - A
successful breeder says that he does not attempt to tame awild
mink, but only aimsto supply for it in asmall space all the
necessities of its national instincts. He says the mating season
commences about the first of March, and lasts two weeks,
never varying much from that date.

The female carries her young about six weeks. IN the minkery,
where diet, water, temperature, etc. are similar with each
animal, thereis so little difference in the time of mating and
time of bearing young in different animals, that five out of six
litters dropped last spring, were born within twelve hours of
each other. The young are blind from four to five weeks, but
are very active and playful as kittens. The mother weans them
at from eight to ten weeks old. At four weeks the mother
begins to feed them meat; this they learn to suck before they
have teeth to eat it.

The nests in which the young are born are lined by the mother
with some soft material, and are made in the hollow of some
old stump, or between the projecting roots of some old tree and
alwayswhere it is perfectly dry. The nest islocated near pure
running water, which the mother visits twice every twenty-four
hours. S